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Latino Groups Push Cuomo On Redistricting Veto

By Nick Reisman
February 27, 2012 at 2:07 pm
As the various sides in the redistricting lawsuit meet this afternoon with a federal magistrate, members of the Latino community are pushing Gov. Andrew Cuomo to get fairer lines or veto the whole package.

Today would be the deadline for state lawmakers to submit a bill with the finalized maps if they want to meet their self-imposed March 1 deadline (and, as Ken Lovett reported today, it won’t happen this week).

In the letter sent to Cuomo by Juan Cartagena, the president of Latino Justice and Angelo Falcon, the president of National Institute for Latino Policy, the governor is urged to “exercise your weighty prerogative to command improvements in the maps” as proposed by LATFOR. Barring major changes, especially with more empowerment to Latino voters, the governor should veto the lines (it’s a similar argument made by Citizens Union last week).

The letter comes after Cuomo is being pressed by civil-rights figures like the Rev. Jesse Jackson and Rev. Al Sharpton on vetoing the lines as well.

Cuomo has insisted he will veto politically drawn lines, but also in recent weeks said there needs to be an amendment to the Constitution in order to get an independent redistricting process in time for 2022, the next round of map drawing based on the 2020 Census.

Speaking to reporters today, Cuomo seemed resigned as usual to the idea that courts would ultimately decide the issue this year.

“I don’t know what their calculus is, but I know this: when a court steps in you lose control. I would be surprised if they would like to see a judge with a pen in his or her hand rather than a legislative leader,” Cuomo said.
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